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The Short Story-KS3 Section B Paper One
WALT: recognise the features of a catchy introduction for short stories.

INTRODUCTIONS:

· Introductions are very important in a short story.

· They are the first thing that the examiner will read.

· You want to make sure that your introduction GRABS THE READER’S ATTENTION.

You can do this in a number of ways:
· Shock the reader! Cut straight to the action. Example: I didn’t mean for it to happen. I didn’t think that this would happen because of me.
· Talk directly to the reader/use the word of the title to bring the reader directly into the action. Example: I was only trying to help! How did I know it would turn out like it did?
· Create some mystery for the reader through your choice of words. Example: It all started when my friend and I decided to take a trip. IT creates a sense of mystery and tension. 

· Create atmosphere through description and your choice of words. Example: The bitterness of the chill that swept through Sarah’s window was deathly. The writer’s choice of words creates a sinister feeling. 

· Write about YOUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. It helps the reader share in your personal feelings and experience. Example: Everyday after school I walked to my grandfather’s home. He lived in a nursing home and I was okay with this because he was never lonely and got the care and attention he needed. But I did miss him telling me stories before I went to bed at night. 

· Use DIRECT SPEECH to begin your story. It allows the reader to be brought directly into the action and characters. Example: “We’ve got so much work to do!” I moaned.
“I’ve got my cousin visiting and I’ve still FIVE PIECES left to do before Monday!” Anne cried. 
RULE: When using direct speech take a new line for each person speaking. 
