Introductions

· Open up with a direct conversation or dialogue. E.g., “It’s all my fault Johnny, what am I going to do?”
· Open up by talking directly to the reader. E.g., Hello, my name is Stephen. Let me tell you my story….
· Open up with the narrator (person telling the story) giving us a rundown on their day from their point of view.
E.g., “Well folks, this is another good morning on WK5 FM.” Aghhhh, I’m late for school…I raced down the stairs and sent the dog basket flying into the air and broke a mirror in the process. 

· Describe the setting. E.g., The maroon and navy flags flew high in the sky. 

Main Bodies and Conclusions

What do Main Bodies do?

· Tells the story in more detail. 

· We get to know characters a little better.

· We become more involved in the story.

· We want to know how the story will end-we need to make the story exciting and hold the reader’s interest. THE CLIMAX!!!

What do Conclusions do?

· Sum up our story and finish it off for the reader. 

· It ties up any loose ends in the story as regards characters/plot. 

· A TWIST is often a good way to finish off your story as it leaves the reader hanging on. 

· REMEMBER NEVER END WITH …and then I woke up/and then I died/they lived happily ever after/to be continued…
How Do I Make My Writing Interesting?

1. Short snappy sentences create tension.

They are an effective way of grabbing the reader’s attention and conveying feelings. 

E.g., My Dad was furious. I froze.

Repetition of short snappy sentences creates further tension.

E.g., Everything of him-gone. I screamed. I stood at the top of the stairs. I screamed. At the bottom of the stairs-I screamed. 

2. Description using adjectives and carefully selected words can paint images in the reader’s head.

E.g.,  His ankle was the size of a balloon. 

In the centre of the garden, an angel stood looking up to the sky, surrounded by bluebells and daffodils. 

Brown locks trailing behind her like a cape.

3. Describe FEELINGS using the actions and the senses to help show how the character is feeling. 

E.g., Ben kicked a locker in anger and then burst into tears. 

Mai picked me up in a sort of bear hug. I didn’t fight it, I hung limply in her arms. 

My heart pounded in my ears and I could taste tears in the back of my throat. 

How do we create Atmosphere and Interesting Characters?

In order to create atmosphere and interesting characters we must describe these in detail using plenty of descriptive writing and ‘painting pictures’ in our reader’s head by SHOWING rather than TELLING  the reader what we are trying to describe. Look at the following examples
Suspense:

Associated words-nervous, excited, afraid, adrenaline rush, thrilled. 

Suspense has to be built into a text. It isn’t enough to just say what happens. 

Use short sentences to cue a change and for impact. 

E.g., Something was wrong. 

Add sound effects, E.g., The clock’s steady beat thumped through her skull. 

We experience everything through our senses, use each sense; smell, touch, hear, see and taste; to describe feelings and settings. E.g., The room had the strong stench of cheese and onion crisps hanging in the air. 

Simple Points:

· Vary your verbs to make your writing interesting for your reader. E.g., His head throbbed…A drowsy numbness in his stiff limbs

Shimmering…Slurred…Gaping…Lapping…Slushing… Drifted…Sprawled…Frisked….Sloshing…Slapping

· Similes-when you compare one thing to another using like or as. E.g., As cold as ice. Paint pictures in your reader’s head. 

…delicate fish, like shimmering splinters…

…white clouds lingered like meringue peaks…

· Alliteration-repetition of consonants near each other. 

Lapping and licking…silent and slow and slumbersome…

· Using description in your writing can help your reader know the type of mood or feeling you are trying to create. 

· “…her eyes sparkled with mischief…”
· “…his eyes widened in revulsion…”
· “…eyes ablaze with determination…”
· “…his eyes lowered…”
· Try to think of a mood that is suggested by the above phrases.

Ellie’s Diary:

· Rhetorical Questions are questions asked in written/spoken texts that do not require an answer. 

E.g., Who do you think you are?


How do I describe myself?

This technique draws the reader in and makes them want to find out more about what you are talking about. 

· Similes-used to make your writing more interesting and come alive. 

“I am as tough as an over cooked steak!”

“I’m more like a yummy nut truffle, hard on the outside and soft on the inside.”

Don’t Make Me Go Alone…

· Writers use the senses to help describe things to their readers.

· “…all outside noise died too…” (Hear)

· “…the room itself was breathing…” (Personification/Smell/Breathing)

· “…my footsteps echoed…” (Hear)

· “…the sheets felt cold against my skin…” (Touch)

